How Long Shall I Suffer You? (Matthew 17:14-21) 

I. The Failure That Was Encountered 

A. The Accusation Of The World (Vs. 14-16) 

B. The Agreement Of The Lord (Vs. 17) 

C. The Agitation In His Words (Vs. 17) 

II. The Faith That Is Essential 

A. The Absence Of Faith (Vs. 20a) 

B. The Amount Of Faith (Vs. 20b-f) 

C. The Abundance Of Faith (Vs. 20g) 

III. The Fundamentals That Were Emphasized 

A. The Surrender To Supplication (Vs. 21) 

B. The Seriousness Of Sacrifice (Vs. 21) 
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1) Intro: ...statement before us tonight. "How long shall I suffer 
you?" This statement could be phrased "How long must I put 
up with you?" From anyone else this statement would be 
considered an arrogant rant. But coming for the Lord Jesus, it 
js a statement that is to be considered and analyzed. Is it true 
that the Lord Jesus is putting up with you or with me? Lef s 
lool( at this scene and see what the Lord Jesus is putting up 
with and how can we remedy his aggravation. 

2) Matthew 10:1 And when he had called unto him his twelve 
disciples, he gave them power against unclean spirits, to cast 
them out, and to heal all manner of sickness and all manner of 
disease. 

3) ...children of God are to have power with God. The promise of 
Acts 1:8 But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is 
come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in 
Jerusalem, and in allJudaea, and in Samaria, and unto the 
uttermost part of the earth" is the birthright of Every Child of 
God! Ephesians 3:16 That he would grant you, according to 
the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with might by his 
Spirit in the inner man; Romans 15:13 Now the God of hope 
fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that ye may abound 
in hope, through the power of the Holy Ghost. 2 Timothy 1:7 
For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and 
of love, and of a sound mind. Ephesians 1:19-20 And what is 
the exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who believe, 
according to the working of his mighty power. Which he 
wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set 
him at his own right hand in the heavenly places, Yet we live 
such inept powerless lives, slaves to sin, unable to shake the 
world around us for Christ. He has every right to be frustrated 
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1) ...Perverse twisted. They got it all backwards. It wasn't (i 
)t ! ' the place they put their hand, it wasn't the words they 

t said, it was their faith in God. It was their eyes lifted 
'I ,?'u toward God in dependence and not in ritual. Hebrews 
'JuTt 11:6 But without faith it is impossible to please him: for 
^ ' he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that 
qi he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him. 
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2) ...tnat's what left this boy In his miserable condition! Not 
we can, but God CanI God CanI Who can prepare a table 
in the wilderness? God CanI Who have meet the needs of 
5000 men on a hill side in Judea? God Can? Who can send 
revival to a nation on a bob slide toward hell? God CanI 
Who can still save souls and change a community one 
family at a time? God CanI Who can reach out and touch 
the lost and wayward son or daughter or mom or dadi 
God CanI 
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1) Hebrews 11:6 But without faith it is impossible to please 
him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he Is. ... 

2) Jeremiah 33:3 Call unto me, and I will answer thee, and 
shew thee great and mighty things, which thou knowest 
not. Luke 11:9-10 And I say unto you, Ask, and it shall be 
given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be 
opened unto you. For every one that asketh receiveth; 
and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it 
shall be opened. 1 John 5:14-15 And this is the 
confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask any thing 
according to his will, he heareth us: And if we know that 
he hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we have 
the petitions that we desired of him. 


3) 2 Corinthians 12:9-10 And he said unto me, My grace is 
sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in 
weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my 
infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me. 
Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in 
necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for Christ's sake: 
for when I am weak, then am I strong. 


